*    AMUSEMENTS    *

decapitated, has his head thrown into the pit, and other-
wise marvellously ill-treated, but always comes up
entire again. Next we have a lively view of Boulogne,
on the quay, with the hotel "touters", douaniers and
visitors. The Clown here makes a great business of ex-
amining the travellers. Punch is well received, but put
back upon the discovery that he has a caricature of
Louis Philippe in his portfolio, and finally a luckless
traveller is pulled to pieces by the hotel people. Then the
Egyptian Hall turns out its curiosities in a general polka:
after this a bedroom scene is introduced for the Clown
and Pantaloon, whose beds turn into two fishing boats,
and the room into the open sea. A fishmonger's shop and
a music publisher's afford room for some of the Clown's
oyster-eating and pilfering, and some hits at the Jenny
Lind mania. After this, the ascent of the Vauxhall bal-
loon brings all the characters to the abode of the stars
and the curtain falls upon a tableau of revolving coloured
fires.'

Joey Grimaldi died in 1857, having crippled himself
with leaps and tumbles so dangerous that he always had
to have an understudy in the wings waiting to take on
when he had knocked himself out. His genius dwarfed
all his successors. In one of his famous songs. An Oyster
Crossed in Love, Joey sat between a codfish and a huge
oyster that opened and closed its shell in time to the
music, and he is said to have moved half the audience
to tears.

His farewell performance took place in 1829, some
eight years before he died, and Boz has given us a
description of it:

* ... the pit and gallery were completely filled in less
than half an hour after opening the doors, the boxes
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